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DESCRIPTION

A remarkable 1944 Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing , representing one of the most elegant and collectible aircraft 
designs of the pre-war and wartime general aviation era. With its distinctive negative-stagger biplane layout, 
retractable conventional landing gear, powerful radial engine, and luxurious cabin proportions, the Staggerwing 
remains one of the most visually iconic aircraft ever built by Beechcraft.

Originally introduced in the 1930s, the Model 17 was created as a fast, premium cabin aircraft for business travel, 
private owners, and high-end aviation customers. Its combination of speed, craftsmanship, and refined Art-Deco 
styling gave it a level of prestige that few aircraft of its time could match.

This 1944 Beechcraft D17S presents a compelling opportunity to acquire a true collector-grade aircraft with strong 
historical identity, rare ramp presence, and enduring appeal among vintage aircraft enthusiasts.

Technical Features & Avionics

The Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing is powered by a Pratt & Whitney R-985 Wasp Junior radial engine producing 
450 hp . The aircraft is known for its retractable landing gear, streamlined biplane design, and unusually strong 
performance for its era. AOPA describes the D17S as a high-performance biplane with a 450 hp Pratt & Whitney 
engine , retractable landing gear, luxurious cabin, and advanced aerodynamic design.

The D17S was also respected for its speed. GlobalAir lists the Beechcraft D17S with a normal cruise speed of around 
176 kt, while AOPA lists a cruise speed of 202 mph and a range of 582 NM .

Exterior & Interior

The exterior of the Staggerwing is defined by its unmistakable negative-stagger wing arrangement, where the 
lower wing is positioned farther forward than the upper wing. This unusual layout, combined with its rounded 
radial cowling, tailwheel stance, and retractable landing gear, gives the aircraft a dramatic silhouette unlike almost 
anything else in general aviation.

Inside, the D17S reflects its original role as an executive aircraft. The cabin was designed to carry up to five 
occupants and was known for a level of finish that set it apart from simpler utility aircraft of the same period. 
Period descriptions of the Staggerwing frequently highlight its luxurious cabin and premium passenger-aircraft 
positioning.

Ownership & Legacy

The Beechcraft Model 17 Staggerwing holds a special place in aviation history. It first flew in 1932 and entered 
production in 1933, serving both civilian and military roles before and during World War II. The aircraft was used 
for executive transport, air racing, liaison duties, and wartime utility operations.

For collectors, the D17S is especially attractive because it combines rarity, performance, and design significance. 
Its hand-built construction, radial-engine character, and instantly recognizable biplane form make it one of the 
most desirable classic aircraft in the vintage aviation market.

The Perfect Airplane For

This 1944 Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing is ideally suited to a collector, vintage aircraft enthusiast, or owner-pilot 
seeking a rare and prestigious aircraft with exceptional visual identity.

For those who appreciate Art-Deco aviation design, radial-engine sound, classic executive-aircraft heritage, and 
the unmistakable beauty of one of Beechcraft’s most celebrated creations, the Staggerwing represents a truly 
special acquisition opportunity.
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SPECIFICATIONS

General Information

Year 1944

Model Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing

Engine & Power Systems

Engine Pratt & Whitney R-985 Wasp Junior

Engine Type Single radial piston engine

Horsepower 1 × 450 hp

Propeller Type Constant-speed propeller

Performance & Specifications

Cruise Speed approx. 176 kt / 202 mph

Range approx. 582 NM

Payload approx. 1,400–1,450 lb useful load, depending on equipment 
and fuel load

Passengers up to 4 passengers + 1 pilot / 5 seats total
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PHOTOGRAPHS

5 of 6 photographs reproduced here. The complete gallery is on the listing page.
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HOW TO BID ON THIS LOT

Bidding is online at CollectAirs. Register and complete verification in good time before the lot closes, verification 
is reviewed by our team rather than granted instantly.

collectairs.com/auctions/1944-beechcraft-d17s-staggerwing

Questions about this aircraft, the paperwork or the process can be sent to our team at any hour on WhatsApp, or 
by email at info@collectairs.com.

OTHER LIVE AUCTIONS

Live when this document was prepared. Stages and availability change: check the site for the current position.

AERO DESIGN PULSAR XP100
Bad Vöslau, Austria

€19,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 13:00 UTC

Ikarus Comco C42
Kirn, Germany

€65,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Rare UTVA AERO 3
Büren, Germany

€20,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Avions Robin DR300/125
Kirn, Germany

€40,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 30 September 2026, 19:00 UTC

Every lot above opens its own page. Browse all live lots at collectairs.com/auctions/live

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Closing times can change

The closing time shown is indicative. Auctions may be extended automatically when bids arrive close to the deadline, and CollectAirs 
may reschedule, pause or withdraw a lot at any time. The time shown on the website governs.

Prices are indicative

Starting prices, current bids and any reserve are subject to change and may be corrected, revised or withdrawn. Where a lot carries a 
reserve, the amount is confidential and the lot will not sell below it. Figures here exclude applicable fees, taxes, duties, transport and 
registration costs.

https://collectairs.com/auctions/1944-beechcraft-d17s-staggerwing
mailto:info@collectairs.com
https://collectairs.com/auctions/aero-design-pulsar-xp100
https://collectairs.com/auctions/ikarus-comco-c42
https://collectairs.com/auctions/rare-utva-aero-3
https://collectairs.com/auctions/avions-robin-dr300125
https://collectairs.com/auctions/live
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No offer and no contract

This document is provided for information only. It is not an offer, a valuation, an appraisal, or an invitation to treat, and it forms no part 
of any contract. Bidding and sale are governed solely by the CollectAirs Terms and Conditions in force at the time of the auction.

Condition and airworthiness

Aircraft are sold as they stand. Descriptions, specifications, hours, dates and maintenance status are supplied by the seller and, while 
CollectAirs curates and verifies listings, they are not warranted as complete or accurate. Buyers are expected to carry out their own 
inspection, records review and pre-purchase survey before bidding.

Export, registration and compliance

Deregistration, export, import, customs, tax and re-registration are the buyer's responsibility, as is confirming that the aircraft can be 
lawfully imported and operated in the intended jurisdiction. Requirements vary by country and can affect both cost and timescale.

Photography and written content

Photographs are supplied by the seller and may have been edited for exposure, colour, straightening or the removal of background 
distractions, in some cases with AI-assisted tools. Parts of the written description and specification summaries may also have been 
drafted or edited with AI assistance for clarity and consistency. Such enhancements are made to present the aircraft clearly and are 
not intended to conceal, add or alter any physical feature, damage or defect. Photographs are illustrative, treat the aircraft itself, and its 
records, as the only authority on condition.

Seller identity

Seller names are shown in the partially masked form used across the platform. Full counterparty details are exchanged through 
CollectAirs once an auction concludes.

This document is a snapshot taken at the time and date shown. Prices, bid counts, closing times and availability change 
continuously. Always confirm the current position on collectairs.com before bidding or making any commitment.


