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C O M I N G  S O O N

1946 Erco 415-C
Benningen am Neckar, Germany
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DESCRIPTION

The ERCO 415-C Ercoupe (1946) is a classic post-war American light aircraft designed around simplicity, safety, 
and ease of flight. Developed by ERCO after World War II, it was introduced as a “no-spin” airplane meant to make 
flying more accessible to private pilots.

Unlike most aircraft of its era, the Ercoupe features tricycle landing gear and a unique control system that eliminates 
the need for rudder pedals in normal flight. This innovative design focuses on spin-resistant, coordinated handling, 
making it one of the safest and most beginner-friendly aircraft of its time. Its twin-tail layout and clean low-drag 
airframe also give it a distinctive, recognizable profile.

As a two-seat light aircraft, the Ercoupe was built for training, short cross-country flights, and recreational flying. 
It was not intended for long-range or high-performance use, but instead prioritized predictable handling, low 
operating costs, and overall flying simplicity—making it very popular during the post-war general aviation boom.

Powerplant, Systems & Technical Highlights

At the heart of the 1946 ERCO 415-C Ercoupe is a small Continental air-cooled, horizontally opposed piston 
engine, typically the Continental C-75 . These engines are known for their reliability, smooth operation, and low 
maintenance requirements—perfectly aligned with the Ercoupe’s philosophy of accessible flying.

The Ercoupe is not designed for speed or performance margins—it is engineered for predictability. Its limited control 
authority (particularly the interconnected rudder-aileron system) prevents over-controlling, making it extremely 
resistant to spins and stalls under normal flight conditions. This makes it one of the most beginner-friendly certified 
aircraft ever produced.

Exterior & Cockpit

The ERCO 415-C Ercoupe carries a distinctive and minimalist design philosophy. Its low-wing structure, twin vertical 
stabilizers, and bubble-style canopy give it a light, open, and highly visible cockpit environment. The aircraft’s 
compact fuselage and fixed tricycle gear give it a grounded, approachable appearance that reflects its “safe 
aircraft” identity.

The cockpit is simple and uncluttered, reflecting its 1940s design intent of reducing pilot workload. The absence 
of rudder pedals in standard configuration is one of its most defining features, with coordinated turns handled 
primarily through the yoke. This design dramatically lowers training complexity and makes the aircraft feel more 
intuitive for new pilots transitioning into general aviation.

Visibility is one of the Ercoupe’s strongest characteristics. The large canopy and low instrument panel provide 
excellent outward views, making it particularly enjoyable for scenic flying and pattern work. The seating is 
side-by-side for two occupants, with a comfortable but compact cabin suited for short-duration flights rather than 
extended cross-country travel.

Inside, the Ercoupe feels more like an early aviation “flying car” concept than a modern trainer. Controls are light, 
predictable, and intentionally limited in complexity. It rewards smooth inputs and stable flight rather than aggressive 
maneuvering, reinforcing its reputation as one of the most forgiving aircraft ever certified.

The Perfect Airplane For

The ERCO 415-C Ercoupe is ideal for pilots who value simplicity, safety, and pure flying enjoyment over 
performance or complexity. It is especially well-suited for student pilots, recreational aviators, tailwheel-transition 
alternatives, and vintage aircraft enthusiasts.

This aircraft is a strong match for those who value:
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Easy and forgiving flight characteristics Spin-resistant safety-focused design Low operating and maintenance 
costs Excellent visibility and open-cockpit feel Simple cockpit workload and controls Short scenic flights and local 
operations Classic post-war general aviation heritage

The Ercoupe 415-C is not built for speed, range, or advanced mission profiles—it is built to make flying 
approachable and enjoyable. Its combination of unique control design, lightweight structure, and historical 
significance makes it one of the most distinctive and important light aircraft in aviation history.

SPECIFICATIONS

General Information

Model ERCO 415-C Ercoupe

Engine & Power Systems

Engine Continental C-75

Engine Type Four-cylinder, Air-Cooled, Horizontally Opposed Piston 
Engine

Horsepower 75 hp

Propeller Type Fixed-pitch, Two-blade Propeller

Performance & Specifications

Cruise Speed 90–100 kt

Range 300-400 nmi
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PHOTOGRAPHS

4 of 5 photographs reproduced here. The complete gallery is on the listing page.
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HOW TO BID ON THIS LOT

Bidding is online at CollectAirs. Register and complete verification in good time before the lot closes, verification 
is reviewed by our team rather than granted instantly.

collectairs.com/auctions/1946-erco-415-c

Questions about this aircraft, the paperwork or the process can be sent to our team at any hour on WhatsApp, or 
by email at info@collectairs.com.

OTHER LIVE AUCTIONS

Live when this document was prepared. Stages and availability change: check the site for the current position.

AERO DESIGN PULSAR XP100
Bad Vöslau, Austria

€19,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 13:00 UTC

Ikarus Comco C42
Kirn, Germany

€65,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Rare UTVA AERO 3
Büren, Germany

€20,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Avions Robin DR300/125
Kirn, Germany

€40,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 30 September 2026, 19:00 UTC

Every lot above opens its own page. Browse all live lots at collectairs.com/auctions/live

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Closing times can change

The closing time shown is indicative. Auctions may be extended automatically when bids arrive close to the deadline, and CollectAirs 
may reschedule, pause or withdraw a lot at any time. The time shown on the website governs.

Prices are indicative

Starting prices, current bids and any reserve are subject to change and may be corrected, revised or withdrawn. Where a lot carries a 
reserve, the amount is confidential and the lot will not sell below it. Figures here exclude applicable fees, taxes, duties, transport and 
registration costs.

https://collectairs.com/auctions/1946-erco-415-c
mailto:info@collectairs.com
https://collectairs.com/auctions/aero-design-pulsar-xp100
https://collectairs.com/auctions/ikarus-comco-c42
https://collectairs.com/auctions/rare-utva-aero-3
https://collectairs.com/auctions/avions-robin-dr300125
https://collectairs.com/auctions/live
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No offer and no contract

This document is provided for information only. It is not an offer, a valuation, an appraisal, or an invitation to treat, and it forms no part 
of any contract. Bidding and sale are governed solely by the CollectAirs Terms and Conditions in force at the time of the auction.

Condition and airworthiness

Aircraft are sold as they stand. Descriptions, specifications, hours, dates and maintenance status are supplied by the seller and, while 
CollectAirs curates and verifies listings, they are not warranted as complete or accurate. Buyers are expected to carry out their own 
inspection, records review and pre-purchase survey before bidding.

Export, registration and compliance

Deregistration, export, import, customs, tax and re-registration are the buyer's responsibility, as is confirming that the aircraft can be 
lawfully imported and operated in the intended jurisdiction. Requirements vary by country and can affect both cost and timescale.

Photography and written content

Photographs are supplied by the seller and may have been edited for exposure, colour, straightening or the removal of background 
distractions, in some cases with AI-assisted tools. Parts of the written description and specification summaries may also have been 
drafted or edited with AI assistance for clarity and consistency. Such enhancements are made to present the aircraft clearly and are 
not intended to conceal, add or alter any physical feature, damage or defect. Photographs are illustrative, treat the aircraft itself, and its 
records, as the only authority on condition.

Seller identity

Seller names are shown in the partially masked form used across the platform. Full counterparty details are exchanged through 
CollectAirs once an auction concludes.

This document is a snapshot taken at the time and date shown. Prices, bid counts, closing times and availability change 
continuously. Always confirm the current position on collectairs.com before bidding or making any commitment.


