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DESCRIPTION

The 1978 Bellanca Citabria 7GCAA is a classic American tailwheel aircraft that combines aerobatic capability,
traditional stick-and-rudder flying, and timeless aviation character. Originally developed as an aircraft that could
teach pilots advanced handling skills while remaining practical for everyday flying, the Citabria has become one of
the most respected names in recreational and aerobatic aviation.

With its high-wing design, tandem cockpit, tailwheel landing gear, and aerobatic certification, the Bellanca Citabria
7GCAA offers a unique ownership experience that stands apart from modern training aircraft. For buyers searching
for a tailwheel aircraft for sale, an aerobatic aircraft, or a classic utility airplane with genuine flying character, the
Citabria represents an outstanding opportunity.

This aircraft is especially appealing to pilots who appreciate hands-on flying, traditional aircraft design, and the
rewarding experience of mastering a conventional gear airplane.

Key Listing Highlights

Highlight

Why It Matters

Aerobatic-certified aircraft

Designed for recreational aerobatics and advanced flight training
Bellanca Citabria 7GCAA

One of the most recognized classic aerobatic aircraft
Tailwheel aircraft

Provides traditional flying experience and pilot engagement
Tandem cockpit layout

Excellent visibility and authentic training environment
Lycoming O-320 engine

Proven reliability and straightforward maintenance
High-wing aircraft design

Great visibility and practical utility

Classic stick-and-rudder flying

Appeals to experienced pilots and aviation enthusiasts
Strong owner-pilot appeal

Popular among tailwheel and recreational flying communities

A Classic Aircraft Built To Fly

Unlike many vintage aircraft that spend most of their lives on display, the Bellanca Citabria was designed to be flown
regularly and enjoyed. The name "Citabria" itself is "airbatic" spelled backward, reflecting the aircraft's aerobatic
mission from the very beginning.

The 7GCAA variant combines practical cross-country capability with the ability to perform approved aerobatic
maneuvers, making it far more versatile than many traditional trainers. Whether used for tailwheel instruction,
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weekend recreational flying, grass-strip operations, or basic aerobatics, the Citabria remains one of the most
enjoyable aircraft in general aviation.

Its simple construction, responsive controls, and forgiving flight characteristics have earned it a loyal following
among pilots who value skill-based flying over automation.

On the ramp, the Citabria presents a distinctive profile. The high wing, tandem canopy, and classic tailwheel stance
immediately signal that this is an airplane designed for pilots who enjoy flying as much as arriving.

Exterior & Interior Character

The exterior of the 1978 Bellanca Citabria 7GCAA reflects the classic utility aircraft philosophy that made the design
so successful. The aircraft's high-wing configuration provides excellent visibility while its conventional landing
gear creates the unmistakable appearance of a traditional taildragger.

Its clean lines, exposed wing struts, fabric-covered control surfaces, and compact proportions give the aircraft a
purposeful and timeless look that remains attractive decades after production.

Inside, the tandem cockpit creates a focused flying environment. Pilot and passenger sit one behind the other,
enhancing visibility and providing a true training-aircraft atmosphere. The simple analog instrument panel and
direct flight controls emphasize pilot skill and engagement rather than automation.

Every aspect of the cockpit reinforces the aircraft's mission: pure flying enjoyment.

Visual Features That Make The Citabria Stand Out
» High-wing aircraft design with excellent visibility

» Classic tandem cockpit configuration

« Traditional tailwheel landing gear

« Aerobatic-certified airframe

» Authentic analog cockpit environment

» Strong ramp presence among classic aircraft

» Recognizable Bellanca Citabria heritage

 Ideal blend of utility and recreational flying capability

Ownership Appeal

The Bellanca Citabria 7GCAA appeals to a broad range of aviation enthusiasts. It is equally at home serving as a
tailwheel trainer, recreational weekend aircraft, aerobatic platform, or collectible classic airplane.

For many owners, the greatest attraction is the aircraft's versatility. It can operate from paved runways, grass strips,
and smaller airports while providing a level of pilot engagement that many modern aircraft cannot match.

The Citabria is often considered a stepping stone into advanced tailwheel flying, aerobatics, bush flying, and
vintage aircraft ownership. As a result, demand remains strong among pilots seeking an airplane that develops
skills rather than simply transporting passengers.

Its relatively straightforward maintenance requirements and well-established support network further enhance
ownership appeal.

Best Suited For
Buyer Type

Why This Aircraft Fits
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Tailwheel pilots

Excellent conventional gear flying experience
Aerobatic enthusiasts

Certified for recreational aerobatics

Flight instructors

Popular tailwheel and upset-recovery trainer
Owner-pilots

Fun, economical, and engaging aircraft ownership
Aviation enthusiasts

Strong heritage and recognizable design
Grass-strip operators

Well-suited for smaller and unpaved airfields
Vintage aircraft fans

Classic appearance with practical usability

The Perfect Airplane For
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This 1978 Bellanca Citabria 7GCAA is ideal for buyers seeking a classic tailwheel aircraft for sale with genuine flying

character, aerobatic capability, and proven reliability.

It is especially suitable for those who appreciate:

» Tailwheel aircraft operations

» Aerobatic flying

» Classic American aircraft

» Tandem cockpit aircraft

» Stick-and-rudder flying skills

o Grass-strip and recreational aviation

« Traditional analog cockpit environments

» Pilot-focused flying experiences

The Citabria is not designed for luxury transportation or advanced automation. Instead, it delivers something many

modern aircraft cannot: a direct connection between pilot and machine.

Review-Style Summary

The 1978 Bellanca Citabria 7GCAA remains one of the most enjoyable and versatile classic aircraft available today.
It combines the charm of traditional aviation with the practicality of a proven Lycoming-powered airframe and

certified aerobatic capability.

Its greatest strength is balance. The aircraft is simple without being basic, capable without being complicated, and

historic without sacrificing usability.

For CollectAirs, this aircraft is an excellent listing candidate because it appeals to several valuable buyer categories
simultaneously: tailwheel aircraft buyers, aerobatic aircraft enthusiasts, recreational pilots, flight instructors, and

classic aircraft collectors.
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The Citabria's combination of heritage, capability, and flying enjoyment makes it a standout alternative to
conventional training aircraft and a compelling option for pilots seeking a more rewarding ownership experience.

Key Takeaways

» The Bellanca Citabria 7GCAA is a respected aerobatic and tailwheel aircraft.

 lts tandem cockpit and conventional landing gear provide a classic flying experience.

» The Lycoming O-320 engine offers proven reliability and ease of maintenance.

« The aircraft is suitable for aerobatics, tailwheel training, recreational flying, and grass-strip operations.

« Strong appeal among owner-pilots, instructors, and aviation enthusiasts.

SPECIFICATIONS

General Information

Year

Model

Engine & Power Systems

Engine

Engine Type

Horsepower

Propeller Type

Performance & Specifications

Cruise Speed
Range

Payload

Indicative only - confirm current details at collectairs.com

1978

Citabria 7GCAA

Lycoming 0-320-A2B

Four-Cylinder, Air-Cooled, Horizontally Opposed Piston
Engine

150 hp

2-Blade Fixed-Pitch Propeller

100-110 knots
400-450 NM

500-600 Ib
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PHOTOGRAPHS
9 of 10 photographs reproduced here. The complete gallery is on the listing page.
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HANCED IMAGE

MECHANICAL
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HOW TO BID ON THIS LOT

Bidding is online at CollectAirs. Register and complete verification in good time before the lot closes, verification
is reviewed by our team rather than granted instantly.

collectairs.com/auctions/1978-bellanca-citabria-7gcaa

Questions about this aircraft, the paperwork or the process can be sent to our team at any hour on WhatsApp, or
by email at info@collectairs.com.

OTHER LIVE AUCTIONS

Live when this document was prepared. Stages and availability change: check the site for the current position.

AERO DESIGN PULSAR XP100 lkarus Comco C42

Bad Voslau, Austria Kirn, Germany

€19,000 CURRENT PRICE €65,000 CURRENT PRICE
Closes 8 October 2026, 13:00 UTC Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Rare UTVA AERO 3 Avions Robin DR300/125

Buren, Germany Kirn, Germany

€20,000 CURRENT PRICE €40,000 CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC Closes 30 September 2026, 19:00 UTC

Every lot above opens its own page. Browse all live lots at collectairs.com/auctions/live

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Closing times can change

The closing time shown is indicative. Auctions may be extended automatically when bids arrive close to the deadline, and CollectAirs
may reschedule, pause or withdraw a lot at any time. The time shown on the website governs.

Prices are indicative

Starting prices, current bids and any reserve are subject to change and may be corrected, revised or withdrawn. Where a lot carries a
reserve, the amount is confidential and the lot will not sell below it. Figures here exclude applicable fees, taxes, duties, transport and
registration costs.
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No offer and no contract

This document is provided for information only. It is not an offer, a valuation, an appraisal, or an invitation to treat, and it forms no part
of any contract. Bidding and sale are governed solely by the CollectAirs Terms and Conditions in force at the time of the auction.
Condition and airworthiness

Aircraft are sold as they stand. Descriptions, specifications, hours, dates and maintenance status are supplied by the seller and, while
CollectAirs curates and verifies listings, they are not warranted as complete or accurate. Buyers are expected to carry out their own
inspection, records review and pre-purchase survey before bidding.

Export, registration and compliance

Deregistration, export, import, customs, tax and re-registration are the buyer's responsibility, as is confirming that the aircraft can be
lawfully imported and operated in the intended jurisdiction. Requirements vary by country and can affect both cost and timescale.

Photography and written content

Photographs are supplied by the seller and may have been edited for exposure, colour, straightening or the removal of background
distractions, in some cases with Al-assisted tools. Parts of the written description and specification summaries may also have been
drafted or edited with Al assistance for clarity and consistency. Such enhancements are made to present the aircraft clearly and are
not intended to conceal, add or alter any physical feature, damage or defect. Photographs are illustrative, treat the aircraft itself, and its
records, as the only authority on condition.

Seller identity

Seller names are shown in the partially masked form used across the platform. Full counterparty details are exchanged through
CollectAirs once an auction concludes.

This document is a snapshot taken at the time and date shown. Prices, bid counts, closing times and availability change
continuously. Always confirm the current position on collectairs.com before bidding or making any commitment.
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