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DESCRIPTION

There's a reason the Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing still stops foot traffic on the ramp nearly nine decades after it 
left the Wichita factory floor. With its unmistakable negative-stagger wing layout — the top wing set behind the 
bottom one, backwards from almost every other biplane ever built — the D17S was never designed to blend in.

Quick Facts: Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing

Spec

Detail

Model

Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing

Type

Single-engine cabin biplane, taildragger

Engine

Pratt & Whitney R-985 Wasp Junior — 450 hp

Max Speed

approx. 202 mph (325 km/h)

Range

approx. 700 statute miles

Seating

Pilot + up to 4 passengers

Airframe

Welded steel-tube fuselage, wood-framed fabric-covered wings

Beech Aircraft Corporation built the Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing for a very specific customer: the businessperson 
who wanted a fast, private, all-weather airplane and had no interest in waiting on an airliner schedule. Designed 
by engineer Ted Wells for the Wichita, Kansas company founded by Walter and Olive Ann Beech, the Staggerwing 
family first flew in 1932, with the D17S arriving later in the decade as one of the most powerful and refined versions 
of the line.

• Manufacturer: Beech Aircraft Corporation, Wichita, Kansas

• Designer: Ted Wells

• Lineage: Part of the Model 17 Staggerwing family, first flown in 1932

• Military service: Many airframes flew as the U.S. Army's UC-43 Traveler and the U.S. Navy/Marine Corps' GB-2 
during WWII

• Postwar life: Surplus and civilian D17S airframes returned to private hands after the war, reinforcing its status as 
a true golden age classic

What is a Staggerwing, and why does the top wing sit behind the bottom one?
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Most biplanes use "positive stagger," where the upper wing sits ahead of the lower one. Ted Wells flipped that 
convention on the Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing , moving the upper wing aft instead. The payoff was real: better 
forward and upward visibility for the pilot, gentler stall manners, and a wing arrangement that let Beech fit a shorter, 
lighter main gear leg — which mattered once that gear was made to retract.

For collectors and pilots searching for a tube-and-fabric , taildragger aircraft with genuine wartime and 
business-aviation pedigree, the D17S remains one of the most historically significant classic aircraft in the general 
aviation world — a design that still out-charms nearly everything built after it.

Powerplant, Systems & Technical Highlights

The Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing earned its reputation on performance, not just looks. Under that graceful cowling 
sits a genuinely potent powerplant for a 1930s cabin airplane, paired with systems that were ahead of their time.

• Engine: Pratt & Whitney R-985 Wasp Junior, a 9-cylinder radial rated at 450 hp

• Propeller: Constant-speed, two-blade metal propeller

• Max speed: approx. 202 mph — exceptional for a fabric-covered biplane of its era

• Cruise speed: approx. 180 mph

• Range: approx. 700 statute miles, depending on fuel load and equipment

• Service ceiling: approx. 20,000 feet

• Gross weight: approx. 4,250 lb

• Empty weight: roughly 2,650–2,800 lb depending on equipment fit

• Landing gear: Fully retractable main gear — a rarity among cabin biplanes and a key reason the D17S could 
out-run fixed-gear rivals of its day

Retractable gear on a biplane sounds unremarkable now, but in the 1930s it was a genuine engineering flex. 
Combined with the 450 hp Wasp Junior, it's what let the Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing cruise comfortably ahead 
of most contemporaries built for the same "executive transport" mission.

How does the D17S compare to other classic cabin biplanes of its era?

Feature

Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing

Typical Contemporary Cabin Biplane*

Landing gear

Retractable

Fixed

Engine power

450 hp (P&W R-985)

~225–330 hp, depending on model

Cruise speed

approx. 180 mph

approx. 140–160 mph

Wing stagger
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Negative (upper wing aft)

Positive (upper wing forward)

Market position

Premium executive transport

Mid-market business/utility biplane

*Representative of period rivals such as Waco's custom cabin biplane series; specific figures vary by model and 
engine fitted.

Honest ownership note: Like any post-war -surviving round-engine classic, the D17S rewards owners who budget 
for radial-engine maintenance and stay current with the type's retractable-gear systems. Parts support benefits 
from an active type club and warbird/vintage restoration community, but a thorough pre-purchase inspection by a 
Staggerwing-experienced mechanic is essential before any acquisition.

Exterior & Cockpit

Even parked, the Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing looks like it's leaning into a turn. The negative-stagger silhouette 
is instantly recognizable across any ramp full of classic aircraft , and the fit and finish reflects an airplane originally 
sold to buyers who could have bought anything.

Exterior highlights:

• Fabric-covered biplane wings over a welded steel-tube fuselage — genuine tube-and-fabric construction

• Distinctive negative-stagger wing arrangement, unlike any other production biplane family

• Clean, polished engine cowling wrapped around the Wasp Junior radial

• Retractable main gear that tucks away in flight, leaving an uncluttered, purposeful profile

• Period-correct two-tone paint schemes typical of golden age executive aircraft

Cockpit highlights:

• Cabin-class comfort with real doors and upholstered seating — a deliberate departure from open-cockpit 
trainers of the same decade

• Control yoke layout suited to the aircraft's role as an owner-flown business transport

• Seating for the pilot plus up to four passengers

• Analog, period-style instrumentation that rewards pilots who appreciate flying the old-fashioned way

• A cabin that still feels warm, close, and unmistakably 1930s the moment you climb in

Every panel, seam, and rivet on a well-kept D17S tells the story of an aircraft built to impress a passenger before 
the engine ever turned over.

The Perfect Airplane For

The Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing isn't a first airplane, and it was never meant to be one. It's a reward — for 
pilots and collectors who understand exactly what they're taking on and want the history, the presence, and the 
performance that come with it.

• Experienced taildragger pilots who already hold, or are actively working toward, a tailwheel endorsement

• Warbird and vintage aircraft collectors looking for a WWII-adjacent airframe with genuine UC-43 Traveler / GB-2 
military lineage

• Fly-in and airshow enthusiasts who want an aircraft that draws a crowd every time it taxis in

•
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Investment-minded collectors seeking a blue-chip classic aircraft with a strong, established type-club and 
restoration community

• Aviation history buffs drawn to hand-built, tube-and-fabric golden-age craftsmanship

Good fit if…

Worth a second thought if…

You have tailwheel and/or radial-engine experience (or a solid transition plan)

You're a low-time pilot with no complex/tailwheel time

You want a general aviation classic with real wartime history

You need a simple, low-maintenance daily flyer

You value hangar presence and show-quality restoration

You're not prepared to budget for radial-engine upkeep

You're buying for the long-term collector market

You want the lowest possible acquisition and running cost

Few aircraft reward patience and stick-and-rudder skill the way a well-sorted Beechcraft D17S Staggerwing does. 
For the right owner, it isn't just a classic — it's a genuine piece of aviation history, still flying.

SPECIFICATIONS

General Information

Gross Weight 4,250 lb (1,928 kg)

Empty Weight 2,540 lb (1,152 kg)

Engine & Power Systems

Engine Type 1 × Pratt & Whitney R-985-AN-1 "Wasp Junior" radial engine

Horsepower 450 hp (340 kW) at 2,300 rpm

Airframe & Exterior

Length 26 ft 10 in (8.18 m)

Wingspan 32 ft (9.8 m)

Height 8 ft (2.4 m)

Performance & Specifications

Cruise Speed 202 mph (325 km/h, 176 kn)

Range 670 mi (1,078 km, 582 nmi)

Passengers Up to 4
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PHOTOGRAPHS

7 of 8 photographs reproduced here. The complete gallery is on the listing page.

E XT E R I O R
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I N T E R I O R
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HOW TO BID ON THIS LOT

Bidding is online at CollectAirs. Register and complete verification in good time before the lot closes, verification 
is reviewed by our team rather than granted instantly.

collectairs.com/auctions/beechcraft-d17s-staggerwing

Questions about this aircraft, the paperwork or the process can be sent to our team at any hour on WhatsApp, or 
by email at info@collectairs.com.

OTHER LIVE AUCTIONS

Live when this document was prepared. Stages and availability change: check the site for the current position.

AERO DESIGN PULSAR XP100
Bad Vöslau, Austria

€19,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 13:00 UTC

Ikarus Comco C42
Kirn, Germany

€65,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Rare UTVA AERO 3
Büren, Germany

€20,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Avions Robin DR300/125
Kirn, Germany

€40,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 30 September 2026, 19:00 UTC

Every lot above opens its own page. Browse all live lots at collectairs.com/auctions/live

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Closing times can change

The closing time shown is indicative. Auctions may be extended automatically when bids arrive close to the deadline, and CollectAirs 
may reschedule, pause or withdraw a lot at any time. The time shown on the website governs.

Prices are indicative

Starting prices, current bids and any reserve are subject to change and may be corrected, revised or withdrawn. Where a lot carries a 
reserve, the amount is confidential and the lot will not sell below it. Figures here exclude applicable fees, taxes, duties, transport and 
registration costs.

https://collectairs.com/auctions/beechcraft-d17s-staggerwing
mailto:info@collectairs.com
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https://collectairs.com/auctions/ikarus-comco-c42
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https://collectairs.com/auctions/live
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No offer and no contract

This document is provided for information only. It is not an offer, a valuation, an appraisal, or an invitation to treat, and it forms no part 
of any contract. Bidding and sale are governed solely by the CollectAirs Terms and Conditions in force at the time of the auction.

Condition and airworthiness

Aircraft are sold as they stand. Descriptions, specifications, hours, dates and maintenance status are supplied by the seller and, while 
CollectAirs curates and verifies listings, they are not warranted as complete or accurate. Buyers are expected to carry out their own 
inspection, records review and pre-purchase survey before bidding.

Export, registration and compliance

Deregistration, export, import, customs, tax and re-registration are the buyer's responsibility, as is confirming that the aircraft can be 
lawfully imported and operated in the intended jurisdiction. Requirements vary by country and can affect both cost and timescale.

Photography and written content

Photographs are supplied by the seller and may have been edited for exposure, colour, straightening or the removal of background 
distractions, in some cases with AI-assisted tools. Parts of the written description and specification summaries may also have been 
drafted or edited with AI assistance for clarity and consistency. Such enhancements are made to present the aircraft clearly and are 
not intended to conceal, add or alter any physical feature, damage or defect. Photographs are illustrative, treat the aircraft itself, and its 
records, as the only authority on condition.

Seller identity

Seller names are shown in the partially masked form used across the platform. Full counterparty details are exchanged through 
CollectAirs once an auction concludes.

This document is a snapshot taken at the time and date shown. Prices, bid counts, closing times and availability change 
continuously. Always confirm the current position on collectairs.com before bidding or making any commitment.


