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DESCRIPTION

The Cessna 152 is the late-1970s answer to a very particular general-aviation question: how do you make a two-seat 
trainer simple enough to fly every day, forgiving enough to teach in, and practical enough that it can still be useful 
after the licences are earned? It became one of the defining ab-initio aeroplanes because it kept the familiar 
high-wing Cessna formula while adding 110 hp from a Lycoming O-235. It is not quick, and it does not pretend 
to be a miniature cross-country cruiser for a family of four. What it does offer is an unusually direct, sensible route 
into aircraft ownership.

Cessna developed the 152 as the successor to the long-running 150, at a time when flight schools needed a durable 
two-seater with better climb performance and a more modern engine installation. The basic brief was conservative 
by design: fixed gear, fixed-pitch propeller, metal construction, side-by-side seating and uncomplicated systems. 
The result was an aeroplane that proved its worth in the hard routine of training fleets, where repeated landings 
reveal engineering shortcuts rather quickly. The 152 has endured because there were few shortcuts to reveal.

Quick facts

What makes the Cessna 152 such an enduring training and ownership aeroplane?

The answer begins with visibility and habitability rather than headline performance. The high wing keeps sun and 
rain off the cabin doors, gives a clear view downward in turns when the wing is managed properly, and makes the 
aeroplane feel less confined on the ground. Its conventional tricycle undercarriage and modest inertia make it an 
approachable machine around the circuit. The wing is supported by struts rather than cantilevered, which is not 
glamorous but is part of the 152�s honest, serviceable design language.

In the air, the 152 rewards tidy handling rather than force. Control forces are generally light enough for training, 
yet the aeroplane is not so slippery that a new pilot loses track of energy management. It is especially useful for 
practising the fundamentals: coordinated turns, accurate speed control, trim, flap selection and stable approaches. 
The fixed-pitch propeller and normally aspirated carburetted engine also keep engine management refreshingly 
plain. There is no need to negotiate with a constant-speed unit or retractable gear before the coffee has taken 
effect.

There are limits to the charm. Two adults, baggage and fuel require proper weight-and-balance discipline, 
especially because the useful load of an individual example can vary materially with equipment and modifications. 
Cruise is best thought of as local flying or unhurried touring. A 152 gets somewhere eventually; it simply declines 
to make an occasion of the journey.

Powerplant, systems and technical highlights

• The standard powerplant is a 110 hp Lycoming O-235-series, four-cylinder, air-cooled, horizontally opposed 
piston engine.

• A fixed-pitch, two-blade propeller keeps operation and maintenance comparatively straightforward.

• Published performance figures place 75% cruise at approximately 106 kt, depending on altitude, configuration 
and engine variant.

• The fuselage uses formed sheet-metal bulkheads, stringers and stressed skin in a semi-monocoque structure.

• The high wing is externally strut-braced and incorporates integral fuel tanks.

• Fixed tricycle landing gear avoids the cost and complexity of retractable mechanisms; wheel fairings were 
optional on some aircraft and configurations.

• Typical original panels were conventional analogue layouts, often with basic VHF navigation and communication 
equipment; avionics fit varies widely between individual aircraft.
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How it compares

The comparison aircraft is the Piper PA-38-112 Tomahawk, a contemporary two-seat trainer. Figures vary by model 
year, approved engine, propeller, optional equipment and operating conditions.

Honest ownership note: The 152 is simple, but it is not exempt from age. A pre-purchase inspection should be 
conducted by a mechanic who knows legacy Cessna singles and should pay close attention to corrosion, wing 
and strut attachment areas, landing-gear structure, seat rails and stops, control-cable condition, exhaust and 
muffler integrity, fuel-system condition, engine health and the status of all applicable airworthiness directives. Parts 
support is generally better than for many obscure light aircraft, but availability and cost still vary, particularly for 
cabin trim, original instruments and specific airframe items. A careful review of records, modifications and actual 
empty weight is essential; the type�s simplicity is an advantage only when the underlying aeroplane has been m
aintained with equal simplicity and care.

Exterior and cabin

Exterior

• High, strut-braced wing set above a narrow metal fuselage.

• Short nose containing the four-cylinder engine and fixed-pitch propeller.

• Fixed tricycle gear with a nosewheel and two main wheels; fairings may or may not be fitted.

• Conventional tailplane mounted low on the rear fuselage, with a single vertical fin and rudder.

Cabin and cockpit

• Two individual seats arranged side by side beneath the wing centre section.

• Large cabin doors on each side and broad side windows, with the wing overhead.

• Traditional instrument panel with engine instruments grouped below or beside the primary flight instruments.

• Limited baggage space behind the seats, suitable for soft bags rather than ambitious packing.

Who is the Cessna 152 for?

• A pilot buying a first aeroplane primarily for local flying, currency and skill-building.

• A flying club or school seeking a straightforward two-seat training platform.

• An owner who values mechanical simplicity and widespread familiarity among general-aviation maintenance 
shops.

• A pilot who enjoys unhurried VFR trips and does not need to carry more than one passenger.

The Cessna 152 remains compelling because it is honest about its mission. It is a compact, conventional aeroplane 
built to teach good habits and make straightforward flying accessible. Find one with sound structure, a properly 
documented maintenance history and equipment suited to the intended mission, and the 152 can still be exactly 
what it was designed to be: a practical little aeroplane that makes flying feel attainable rather than elaborate.

SPECIFICATIONS

General Information

Model Cessna 152
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Engine & Power Systems

Engine Type Lycoming O-235 series, 110 hp, air-cooled horizontally 
opposed four-cylinder piston engine

Propeller Type Two-blade fixed-pitch propeller
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PHOTOGRAPHS

5 of 6 photographs reproduced here. The complete gallery is on the listing page.
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M E C H A N I CA L
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HOW TO BID ON THIS LOT

Bidding is online at CollectAirs. Register and complete verification in good time before the lot closes, verification 
is reviewed by our team rather than granted instantly.

collectairs.com/auctions/cessna-152

Questions about this aircraft, the paperwork or the process can be sent to our team at any hour on WhatsApp, or 
by email at info@collectairs.com.

OTHER LIVE AUCTIONS

Live when this document was prepared. Stages and availability change: check the site for the current position.

AERO DESIGN PULSAR XP100
Bad Vöslau, Austria

€20,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 13:00 UTC

Ikarus Comco C42
Kirn, Germany

€65,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Rare UTVA AERO 3
Büren, Germany

€20,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Robin HR 100 210D
Nordhorn, Germany

€49,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 15 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Every lot above opens its own page. Browse all live lots at collectairs.com/auctions/live

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Closing times can change

The closing time shown is indicative. Auctions may be extended automatically when bids arrive close to the deadline, and CollectAirs 
may reschedule, pause or withdraw a lot at any time. The time shown on the website governs.

Prices are indicative

Starting prices, current bids and any reserve are subject to change and may be corrected, revised or withdrawn. Where a lot carries a 
reserve, the amount is confidential and the lot will not sell below it. Figures here exclude applicable fees, taxes, duties, transport and 
registration costs.

https://collectairs.com/auctions/cessna-152
mailto:info@collectairs.com
https://collectairs.com/auctions/aero-design-pulsar-xp100
https://collectairs.com/auctions/ikarus-comco-c42
https://collectairs.com/auctions/rare-utva-aero-3
https://collectairs.com/auctions/robin-hr-100-210d
https://collectairs.com/auctions/live
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No offer and no contract

This document is provided for information only. It is not an offer, a valuation, an appraisal, or an invitation to treat, and it forms no part 
of any contract. Bidding and sale are governed solely by the CollectAirs Terms and Conditions in force at the time of the auction.

Condition and airworthiness

Aircraft are sold as they stand. Descriptions, specifications, hours, dates and maintenance status are supplied by the seller and, while 
CollectAirs curates and verifies listings, they are not warranted as complete or accurate. Buyers are expected to carry out their own 
inspection, records review and pre-purchase survey before bidding.

Export, registration and compliance

Deregistration, export, import, customs, tax and re-registration are the buyer's responsibility, as is confirming that the aircraft can be 
lawfully imported and operated in the intended jurisdiction. Requirements vary by country and can affect both cost and timescale.

Photography and written content

Photographs are supplied by the seller and may have been edited for exposure, colour, straightening or the removal of background 
distractions, in some cases with AI-assisted tools. Parts of the written description and specification summaries may also have been 
drafted or edited with AI assistance for clarity and consistency. Such enhancements are made to present the aircraft clearly and are 
not intended to conceal, add or alter any physical feature, damage or defect. Photographs are illustrative, treat the aircraft itself, and its 
records, as the only authority on condition.

Seller identity

Seller names are shown in the partially masked form used across the platform. Full counterparty details are exchanged through 
CollectAirs once an auction concludes.

This document is a snapshot taken at the time and date shown. Prices, bid counts, closing times and availability change 
continuously. Always confirm the current position on collectairs.com before bidding or making any commitment.


