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DESCRIPTION

The de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth is one of the most iconic classic training aircraft ever built, a two-seat,
open-cockpit biplane that helped define basic flight training for generations of pilots.

First flown in 1931, the de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth became closely associated with Royal Air Force primary
training and later found a second life in civilian flying, vintage aviation clubs, private collections, and open-cockpit
experience flights. It is the kind of aircraft that turns a simple flightinto a direct conversation between pilot, machine,
wind, and sky .

For aviation buyers searching for a classic biplane , vintage trainer aircraft , taildragger , open-cockpit aircraft ,
tube-and-fabric aircraft, or collectible pre-war / wartime trainer , the de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth remains one
of the most emotionally powerful names in general aviation history.

Quick Facts

Details

Aircraft type

Two-seat open-cockpit biplane trainer

Manufacturer

de Havilland Aircraft Company

First flight

26 October 1931

Engine type

de Havilland Gipsy Major inverted inline piston engine
Typical power

Approx. 130 hp

Seating

Two seats in tandem

Landing gear

Fixed tailwheel / taildragger configuration

Collector appeal

Classic British trainer, open-cockpit flying, strong historical identity

Key Takeaway: The de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth is not simply an old airplane, it is one of the purest surviving
expressions of traditional flight training , combining historic significance, mechanical simplicity, and unforgettable
open-air flying character.

Powerplant, Systems & Technical Highlights

The de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth is powered by the de Havilland Gipsy Major , an air-cooled inverted inline
piston engine that gives the aircraft its distinctive vintage sound and honest performance. Typical references list
the engine at approximately 130 hp , depending on configuration and restoration details.
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This is not an aircraft about speed or automation. The de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth is about rudder discipline ,
energy management , tailwheel technique , and the fundamentals of coordinated flight, the exact skills that made
it such an effective primary trainer.

Technical highlights include:

« Engine: 1 x de Havilland Gipsy Major piston engine

« Engine layout: Four-cylinder, air-cooled, inverted inline

» Configuration: Single-engine biplane

» Construction character: Classic tube-and-fabric biplane architecture
» Wingspan: Approximately 29 ft 4in/8.94 m

* Maximum takeoff weight: Approximately 1,825 Ib / 828 kg

» Range: Approximately 300 miles / 480 km

The de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth rewards pilots who enjoy aircraft with personality. It asks for skill, patience,
and respect, and gives back a flying experience that feels beautifully alive .

Buyer Perspective

Strengths

Considerations

Flying experience

Pure stick-and-rudder handling

Best suited to pilots with tailwheel awareness
Engine character

Classic Gipsy Major sound and feel

Engine history and maintenance records matter
Ownership appeal

Simple, traditional aircraft systems

Fabric condition should be inspected carefully
Collectability

Globally recognized vintage trainer

Originality and provenance influence value
Event presence

Excellent visual and emotional appeal

Open cockpit limits all-weather comfort

Who should consider the de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth from a technical perspective? It is best suited for buyers
who understand classic aircraft ownership and want a vintage trainer that teaches and rewards real piloting skill.

Exterior & Cockpit

Indicative only - confirm current details at collectairs.com 21September 2026 at 03:24 UTC - 3/15



AUCTION LOT

C&FllectAir Lot #08

The de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth has the kind of silhouette that makes aviation enthusiasts stop and look. Its
biplane wings, exposed cockpit, bracing wires, fabric surfaces, and tailwheel stance create a timeless image of
early aviation elegance .

The exterior design is functional, but it also carries enormous emotional value. The de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth
looks exactly like what many people imagine when they think of a classic aircraft: open cockpit, slow-turning
propeller, fabric wings, and the feeling of flight reduced to its purest form.

Exterior highlights include:

« Classic biplane wing layout with strong vintage character

» Open cockpit profile that defines the aircraft's visual appeal

» Fixed tailwheel landing gear for authentic taildragger identity

» Fabric-covered wings and fuselage sections

« Traditional bracing wires and struts

« Compact, elegant proportions ideal for private collections, fly-ins, and aviation events

» Strong photographic appeal for content, display, and heritage storytelling

Inside, the cockpit of the de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth is intentionally simple. It was designed for training, not
luxury — and that is exactly what makes it so attractive to pilots and collectors today.

Cockpit highlights include:

« Two seats in tandem for pilot and passenger/instructor

« Open-cockpit visibility with a fully immersive flying experience

» Traditional analog instruments

» Direct control feel with minimal separation between pilot and aircraft
» Authentic vintage trainer atmosphere

» Excellent passenger experience for those who want to feel aviation rather than just observe it

The Perfect Airplane For

The de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth is perfect for buyers who want a classic aircraft with genuine historical
importance and a deeply emotional flying experience. It is not a fast cross-country machine or a modern
convenience aircraft, it is a living piece of aviation heritage .

This aircraft fits especially well into collections focused on classic general aviation, British aviation history, wartime
training aircraft, vintage biplanes, and tailwheel flying.

The de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth is ideal for:

» Classic aircraft collectors seeking a globally recognized biplane

» Tailwheel pilots who enjoy traditional stick-and-rudder flying

» Vintage aviation enthusiasts who value open-cockpit aircraft

» Museums and aviation foundations looking for a historically meaningful trainer
« Flight experience operators offering nostalgic open-air aviation

» Private owners who want an aircraft with charm, history, and ramp presence

» Content creators and photographers looking for a visually iconic aircraft
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Who is the de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth best suited for? It is best suited for someone who wants to own and
fly an aircraft that connects directly to aviation's training heritage, a buyer who values authenticity, simplicity, and
atmosphere as much as performance.

Buyer Type

Fit Level

Why It Works

Classic aircraft collector

Excellent

Iconic historic trainer with strong recognition
Tailwheel pilot

Excellent

Direct, traditional handling experience
First-time aircraft buyer

Moderate

Better with vintage-aircraft support and maintenance guidance
Museum or foundation

Excellent

Strong educational and heritage value
Speed-focused pilot

Low

Built for training, not speed

Flight experience operator

Strong

Open-cockpit appeal creates memorable passenger flights
Potential buyer profile:

» You want a classic open-cockpit biplane

» You appreciate British aviation history

» You value tube-and-fabric construction

« You enjoy tailwheel flying and hands-on aircraft control

« You care about maintenance logs, fabric condition, engine history, and restoration quality
» You want an aircraft that creates emotion before the engine even starts

In short, the de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth is the perfect airplane for a buyer who sees aviation as more than
transportation. It is for someone who wants wind in the cockpit, history in the airframe, and the unmistakable
feeling of flying as pilots knew it nearly a century ago .

SPECIFICATIONS
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General Information

Gross Weight

Engine & Power Systems
Engine
Engine Type

Propeller Type

Performance & Specifications

Cruise Speed
Range
Passengers

Fuel Capacity
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1 x de Havilland Gipsy Major

4-cylinder air-cooled inverted in-line piston engine

2-bladed fixed-pitch propeller

67 mph (108 km/h, 58 kn)
302 mi (486 km, 262 nmi)
2 including pilot

19 imp gal (23 US gal; 86 L)
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HOW TO BID ON THIS LOT

Bidding is online at CollectAirs. Register and complete verification in good time before the lot closes, verification
is reviewed by our team rather than granted instantly.

collectairs.com/auctions/de-havilland-dh82-tiger-moth

Questions about this aircraft, the paperwork or the process can be sent to our team at any hour on WhatsApp, or
by email at info@collectairs.com.

OTHER LIVE AUCTIONS

Live when this document was prepared. Stages and availability change: check the site for the current position.

AERO DESIGN PULSAR XP100 lkarus Comco C42

Bad Voslau, Austria Kirn, Germany

€19,000 CURRENT PRICE €65,000 CURRENT PRICE
Closes 8 October 2026, 13:00 UTC Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Rare UTVA AERO 3 Avions Robin DR300/125

Buren, Germany Kirn, Germany

€20,000 CURRENT PRICE €40,000 CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC Closes 30 September 2026, 19:00 UTC

Every lot above opens its own page. Browse all live lots at collectairs.com/auctions/live

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Closing times can change

The closing time shown is indicative. Auctions may be extended automatically when bids arrive close to the deadline, and CollectAirs
may reschedule, pause or withdraw a lot at any time. The time shown on the website governs.

Prices are indicative

Starting prices, current bids and any reserve are subject to change and may be corrected, revised or withdrawn. Where a lot carries a
reserve, the amount is confidential and the lot will not sell below it. Figures here exclude applicable fees, taxes, duties, transport and
registration costs.
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No offer and no contract

This document is provided for information only. It is not an offer, a valuation, an appraisal, or an invitation to treat, and it forms no part
of any contract. Bidding and sale are governed solely by the CollectAirs Terms and Conditions in force at the time of the auction.
Condition and airworthiness

Aircraft are sold as they stand. Descriptions, specifications, hours, dates and maintenance status are supplied by the seller and, while
CollectAirs curates and verifies listings, they are not warranted as complete or accurate. Buyers are expected to carry out their own
inspection, records review and pre-purchase survey before bidding.

Export, registration and compliance

Deregistration, export, import, customs, tax and re-registration are the buyer's responsibility, as is confirming that the aircraft can be
lawfully imported and operated in the intended jurisdiction. Requirements vary by country and can affect both cost and timescale.

Photography and written content

Photographs are supplied by the seller and may have been edited for exposure, colour, straightening or the removal of background
distractions, in some cases with Al-assisted tools. Parts of the written description and specification summaries may also have been
drafted or edited with Al assistance for clarity and consistency. Such enhancements are made to present the aircraft clearly and are
not intended to conceal, add or alter any physical feature, damage or defect. Photographs are illustrative, treat the aircraft itself, and its
records, as the only authority on condition.

Seller identity

Seller names are shown in the partially masked form used across the platform. Full counterparty details are exchanged through
CollectAirs once an auction concludes.

This document is a snapshot taken at the time and date shown. Prices, bid counts, closing times and availability change
continuously. Always confirm the current position on collectairs.com before bidding or making any commitment.

Indicative only - confirm current details at collectairs.com 21 September 2026 at 03:24 UTC - 15/15



