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DESCRIPTION

The Grumman F-14 Tomcat was the Cold War fleet-defence fighter built around a remarkably direct proposition:
detect a bomber raid at long range, sort the threat, and engage before it reached the carrier battle group. It
is remembered for its variable-sweep wings and unmistakable two-seat profile, but its real distinction was the
marriage of the Hughes AWG-9 weapons system with the AIM-54 Phoenix missile. Few fighters of its era combined
such long-range target handling with genuine carrier-deck compatibility.

The Tomcat emerged after the Navy rejected the F-111B as too heavy for carrier work. Grumman's VFX proposal r
etained the valuable AWG-9/Phoenix concept, but wrapped it in a purpose-built, twin-engined naval fighter with v
ariable geometry wings and two crew stations. The first flight took place in December 1970, deliveries began in 1
972, and operational deployments followed in 1974. Later F-14B and F-14D variants addressed the original aircraft's en
gine limitations and added more capable avionics, while the basic airframe evolved from fleet interceptor into a st
rike-capable fighter.

Quick facts

What made the F-14 Tomcat different from other fighters of its generation?

The central difference was not simply that the wings moved. The wing-sweep system let the Tomcat present a
broad, low-speed wing for approach and carrier recovery, then sweep aft for high-speed flight. That gave Grumman
a way to reconcile two demands that normally fight each other: acceptable deck handling and high-altitude
interceptor speed. The mechanism was sophisticated, heavy and maintenance-intensive, but it made sense for
a Navy aircraft expected to launch with substantial stores and return to a small moving runway.

The second difference was crew workload. The pilot flew and fought the aircraft; the radar intercept officer
managed navigation, radar, target information and weapons employment from the aft cockpit. With the AWG-9
system, the F-14 could track 24 targets and guide Phoenix missiles against six at once. That was an unusually
ambitious capability for a carrier fighter, and it explains why the Tomcat was more than a handsome airframe with
a famous film career.

Powerplant, systems and technical highlights

o F-14A aircraft used Pratt & Whitney TF30 engines; F-14B and F-14D versions adopted more powerful General
Electric F110-GE-400 afterburning turbofans.

» The variable-sweep wing automatically adjusted with flight condition, while manual selection remained available
within system limits.

» The AWG-9 weapons-control system formed the heart of the original interceptor mission; the F-14D received
the later APG-71radar.

« Carrier equipmentincluded a reinforced retractable tricycle undercarriage, twin-wheel nose gear, arresting hook
and naval structural provisions.

o The aircraft carried an internal M61 20 mm cannon and was associated with AIM-9 Sidewinder, AIM-7 Sparrow
and AIM-54 Phoenix air-to-air missiles.

» Later service introduced air-to-ground employment, turning the Tomcat into a more flexible strike platform than
its original fleet-defence brief suggested.

How it compares

The comparison is with the F-15C Eagle, a representative contemporary air-superiority fighter; figures and
capabilities vary by production standard, engine fit and mission configuration.
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Honest ownership note: The F-14 is not a conventional civilian ownership proposition. A prospective custodian must
first establish the aircraft's legal status, demilitarisation requirements and the status of every controlled component b
efore considering restoration or operation. F-14-specific parts, technical data and export activity are subject to u
nusually strict controls, and original engines, radar equipment, ejection-seat systems, hydraulic components a
nd wing-sweep hardware demand specialist knowledge. Any pre-purchase inspection should concentrate on p
rovenance and permitted configuration as much as structural condition: wing-pivot structure, undercarriage, a
rresting-gear area, engine installation, hydraulic plumbing and removed or disabled military systems all deserve ¢
areful scrutiny. A military-aircraft specialist, experienced turbine support and legal advice on controlled hardware m
atter more here than optimism.

Exterior and cabin

Exterior

» Long pointed nose ahead of a broad forward fuselage and widely spaced engine nacelles.

« Shoulder-mounted wings pivot from broad glove sections beside the fuselage.

« Twin outward-canted vertical fins sit above the engine nacelles, with all-moving horizontal tailplanes aft.

» Retractable tricycle landing gear is unfaired, with a twin-wheel nose unit and prominent main gear.

Cabin and cockpit
» Two tandem cockpit stations beneath a long framed canopy.

» The pilot occupies the forward station; the radar intercept officer sits aft with mission-system displays and
controls.

« Side-by-side engine intakes begin behind the cockpit, leaving the fuselage comparatively broad through the
crew area.

« The cockpit layout is unmistakably military: dense instrumentation, ejection seats and little concession to
baggage or weekend touring.

Who is this aircraft for: the F-14 Tomcat?
« A museum, collection or educational organisation seeking an important naval-aviation exhibit.
» A preservation group able to support a complex, controlled military aircraft project.

« A technically literate enthusiast interested in the Tomcat's engineering and historical significance rather than c
asual private flying.

The F-14 Tomcat remains compelling because it was engineered around a mission few aircraft were ever asked
to perform: defend a carrier force at distance, at speed, from the deck of a ship. Its swing wings and twin tails
make it instantly recognisable, but the lasting fascination is the systems thinking beneath the shape. For the right
preservation-minded buyer, it is a serious artefact of naval aviation rather than a simple collectible.

SPECIFICATIONS

General Information

Model Grumman F-14 Tomcat
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Engine & Power Systems

Engine Type

Avionics & Equipment

Avionics

Indicative only - confirm current details at collectairs.com

AUCTION LOT

Lot #2711

Two afterburning turbofans: Pratt & Whitney TF30 on F-14A;
General Electric F110-GE-400 on F-14B/D

Hughes AWG-9 weapons-control radar on early variants;
APG-71radar on F-14D
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PHOTOGRAPHS

4 of 5 photographs reproduced here. The complete gallery is on the listing page.
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Al Enhanced

INTERIOR
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HOW TO BID ON THIS LOT

Bidding is online at CollectAirs. Register and complete verification in good time before the lot closes, verification
is reviewed by our team rather than granted instantly.

collectairs.com/auctions/grumman-f-14-tomcat

Questions about this aircraft, the paperwork or the process can be sent to our team at any hour on WhatsApp, or
by email at info@collectairs.com.

OTHER LIVE AUCTIONS

Live when this document was prepared. Stages and availability change: check the site for the current position.

AERO DESIGN PULSAR XP100 lkarus Comco C42

Bad Voslau, Austria Kirn, Germany

€20,000 CURRENT PRICE €65,000 CURRENT PRICE
Closes 8 October 2026, 13:00 UTC Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Rare UTVA AERO 3 Robin HR 100 210D

Buren, Germany Nordhorn, Germany

€20,000 CURRENT PRICE €49,000 CURRENT PRICE
Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC Closes 15 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Every lot above opens its own page. Browse all live lots at collectairs.com/auctions/live

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Closing times can change

The closing time shown is indicative. Auctions may be extended automatically when bids arrive close to the deadline, and CollectAirs
may reschedule, pause or withdraw a lot at any time. The time shown on the website governs.

Prices are indicative

Starting prices, current bids and any reserve are subject to change and may be corrected, revised or withdrawn. Where a lot carries a
reserve, the amount is confidential and the lot will not sell below it. Figures here exclude applicable fees, taxes, duties, transport and
registration costs.
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No offer and no contract

This document is provided for information only. It is not an offer, a valuation, an appraisal, or an invitation to treat, and it forms no part
of any contract. Bidding and sale are governed solely by the CollectAirs Terms and Conditions in force at the time of the auction.
Condition and airworthiness

Aircraft are sold as they stand. Descriptions, specifications, hours, dates and maintenance status are supplied by the seller and, while
CollectAirs curates and verifies listings, they are not warranted as complete or accurate. Buyers are expected to carry out their own
inspection, records review and pre-purchase survey before bidding.

Export, registration and compliance
Deregistration, export, import, customs, tax and re-registration are the buyer's responsibility, as is confirming that the aircraft can be
lawfully imported and operated in the intended jurisdiction. Requirements vary by country and can affect both cost and timescale.

Photography and written content

Photographs are supplied by the seller and may have been edited for exposure, colour, straightening or the removal of background
distractions, in some cases with Al-assisted tools. Parts of the written description and specification summaries may also have been
drafted or edited with Al assistance for clarity and consistency. Such enhancements are made to present the aircraft clearly and are
not intended to conceal, add or alter any physical feature, damage or defect. Photographs are illustrative, treat the aircraft itself, and its
records, as the only authority on condition.

Seller identity

Seller names are shown in the partially masked form used across the platform. Full counterparty details are exchanged through
CollectAirs once an auction concludes.

This document is a snapshot taken at the time and date shown. Prices, bid counts, closing times and availability change
continuously. Always confirm the current position on collectairs.com before bidding or making any commitment.
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