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DESCRIPTION

The JMB VL3 Evolution is the sharp end of the European light-aircraft touring idea: a compact, low-wing composite 
two-seater shaped around speed rather than leisurely circuits. In its higher-powered retractable-gear forms, it 
became notable for cruise figures that would once have belonged to much larger touring aeroplanes. The attraction 
is not subtle. The VL3 trades some of the broad-shouldered, forgiving feel of a traditional trainer for a clean 
airframe, a small frontal area and genuine point-to-point pace.

The design originated with the Czech engineering company Vanessa Air and was initially produced by Aveko 
before JMB Aircraft continued production. Its brief was to make an aerodynamically efficient recreational and 
cross-country machine, not an aerobatic mount or a miniature four-seat tourer. The result is a thoroughly composite 
aircraft whose development has continued through different engine, weight and landing-gear configurations. That 
variety is important: a VL3 Evolution badge covers a family, so engine installation, permitted mass and equipment 
need reading carefully in the aircraft’s individual documentation.

Quick facts

Why does the JMB VL3 Evolution feel so different from a conventional light two-seater?

Start with the airframe’s priorities. The VL3 Evolution uses a carbon-composite fuselage shell, a monospar wing 
and smooth sandwich-composite flying surfaces. It is a slender aeroplane with a relatively small wing, close-fitting 
canopy and, in RG form, very little left in the airflow once the wheels are stowed. That is how a two-seat light 
aircraft can turn modest Rotax power into serious cruise speed.

The other side of that bargain is that the VL3 rewards disciplined energy management. It is not a machine to be 
flown by vague impressions of throttle position and runway remaining. A pilot moving up from a slower fixed-gear 
trainer needs to be ahead of the aeroplane in the descent, respect published flap and gear limits, and arrive properly 
stabilised. The manual flap lever and centre-mounted controls are straightforward, but the numbers come quickly. 
In return, the aeroplane offers the rare pleasure of covering country at a pace that makes many heavier touring 
types look distinctly unhurried.

Powerplant, systems and technical highlights

• Rotax powerplants are used across the family, including normally aspirated and turbocharged options; output is 
variant-dependent.

• Published VL3 figures span roughly 150 KTAS with 100 hp through 165 KTAS with 115 hp, while later high-power 
versions are quoted up to 200 KTAS.

• The carbon-shell fuselage incorporates integrated carbon/Kevlar seating; the wing is a monospar structure with 
carbon-and-foam sandwich skin.

• Control runs use a dual push-pull system for the primary controls, with cable actuation for the rudder.

• Retractable versions use tricycle gear with a steerable nosewheel; fixed-gear versions remove the retract system 
but accept more drag.

• Flaps are manually selected by a lever between the pilots, an admirably direct arrangement in an era when even 
simple jobs are sometimes given a menu screen.

How it compares

The comparison is with the Bristell B23. Figures vary substantially with model, approved mass, engine fitted, 
propeller and national certification basis; compare the individual aircraft’s documents rather than treating either 
family as one fixed specification.
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Honest ownership note: The VL3’s sophistication lies in a lightweight composite structure and, on RG examples, 
a retractable undercarriage. That means a pre-purchase inspection should go beyond the usual engine run 
and glossy-cowl appraisal: examine the composite structure and repairs, landing-gear doors and actuation, 
nosewheel steering, flap mechanism, canopy latching, control-system condition and the installation-specific Rotax 
maintenance record. Confirm the exact approved configuration and operating limitations for the jurisdiction in which 
it will fly. A mechanic experienced with Rotax engines is valuable; one who also understands composite inspection 
and the VL3’s gear and systems is better still. Owner and type communities can be especially useful because 
configuration knowledge matters on a fast-evolving light-aircraft family.

Exterior and cabin

Exterior

• Low-mounted cantilever wing with a notably clean planform.

• Close-cowled nose, compact tail and a broad, forward-hinged canopy profile.

• Retractable versions look particularly purposeful on the ramp, with the wheel wells helping preserve the type’s 
clean lines in flight.

• Composite surfaces give the aeroplane a smooth, moulded appearance rather than the riveted texture of an 
all-metal rival.

Cabin and cockpit

• Two occupants sit side by side in an elevated seating position.

• The cockpit is quoted at 110 cm wide, and the canopy provides expansive forward and lateral visibility.

• Centre-mounted sticks and a flap lever between the seats keep the control layout compact and purposeful.

• Integrated composite seats make the cockpit feel designed around the airframe rather than furnished after the 
fact.

Who is the JMB VL3 Evolution for?

• Pilots who value fast VFR touring and are prepared to manage a slippery airframe precisely.

• Owners stepping up from conventional light-sport or ultralight machines who want a more performance-led 
cross-country aircraft.

• Two-person crews travelling light, rather than families expecting broad payload margins and a large baggage 
bay.

• Technically  engaged  owners  comfortable  with  Rotax  systems,  composite  construction  and 
configuration-specific documentation.

The JMB VL3 Evolution is not pretending to be all things to all pilots. It is a focused touring aircraft: compact, quick 
and technically more exacting than its sleek shape initially suggests. For the owner who regards efficient cruise as 
the point of the exercise and treats procedures as part of the enjoyment, that focus is precisely what makes the 
VL3 Evolution compelling.

SPECIFICATIONS

General Information

Model JMB VL3 Evolution
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Engine & Power Systems

Engine Type Rotax piston engine; installation varies by version



AUCTION LOT

Lot #197

Indicative only · confirm current details at collectairs.com 23 September 2026 at 16:37 UTC  ·  5 / 11

PHOTOGRAPHS

5 of 6 photographs reproduced here. The complete gallery is on the listing page.
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M E C H A N I CA L
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HOW TO BID ON THIS LOT

Bidding is online at CollectAirs. Register and complete verification in good time before the lot closes, verification 
is reviewed by our team rather than granted instantly.

collectairs.com/auctions/jmb-vl3-evolution

Questions about this aircraft, the paperwork or the process can be sent to our team at any hour on WhatsApp, or 
by email at info@collectairs.com.

OTHER LIVE AUCTIONS

Live when this document was prepared. Stages and availability change: check the site for the current position.

AERO DESIGN PULSAR XP100
Bad Vöslau, Austria

€19,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 13:00 UTC

Ikarus Comco C42
Kirn, Germany

€65,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Rare UTVA AERO 3
Büren, Germany

€20,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Avions Robin DR300/125
Kirn, Germany

€40,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 30 September 2026, 19:00 UTC

Every lot above opens its own page. Browse all live lots at collectairs.com/auctions/live

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Closing times can change

The closing time shown is indicative. Auctions may be extended automatically when bids arrive close to the deadline, and CollectAirs 
may reschedule, pause or withdraw a lot at any time. The time shown on the website governs.

Prices are indicative

Starting prices, current bids and any reserve are subject to change and may be corrected, revised or withdrawn. Where a lot carries a 
reserve, the amount is confidential and the lot will not sell below it. Figures here exclude applicable fees, taxes, duties, transport and 
registration costs.

https://collectairs.com/auctions/jmb-vl3-evolution
mailto:info@collectairs.com
https://collectairs.com/auctions/aero-design-pulsar-xp100
https://collectairs.com/auctions/ikarus-comco-c42
https://collectairs.com/auctions/rare-utva-aero-3
https://collectairs.com/auctions/avions-robin-dr300125
https://collectairs.com/auctions/live
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No offer and no contract

This document is provided for information only. It is not an offer, a valuation, an appraisal, or an invitation to treat, and it forms no part 
of any contract. Bidding and sale are governed solely by the CollectAirs Terms and Conditions in force at the time of the auction.

Condition and airworthiness

Aircraft are sold as they stand. Descriptions, specifications, hours, dates and maintenance status are supplied by the seller and, while 
CollectAirs curates and verifies listings, they are not warranted as complete or accurate. Buyers are expected to carry out their own 
inspection, records review and pre-purchase survey before bidding.

Export, registration and compliance

Deregistration, export, import, customs, tax and re-registration are the buyer's responsibility, as is confirming that the aircraft can be 
lawfully imported and operated in the intended jurisdiction. Requirements vary by country and can affect both cost and timescale.

Photography and written content

Photographs are supplied by the seller and may have been edited for exposure, colour, straightening or the removal of background 
distractions, in some cases with AI-assisted tools. Parts of the written description and specification summaries may also have been 
drafted or edited with AI assistance for clarity and consistency. Such enhancements are made to present the aircraft clearly and are 
not intended to conceal, add or alter any physical feature, damage or defect. Photographs are illustrative, treat the aircraft itself, and its 
records, as the only authority on condition.

Seller identity

Seller names are shown in the partially masked form used across the platform. Full counterparty details are exchanged through 
CollectAirs once an auction concludes.

This document is a snapshot taken at the time and date shown. Prices, bid counts, closing times and availability change 
continuously. Always confirm the current position on collectairs.com before bidding or making any commitment.


