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DESCRIPTION

The Pitts S-1S Special represents one of the purest and most iconic single-seat aerobatic biplanes ever created. 
Designed by Curtis Pitts, the Pitts Special family first flew in 1944 and became a benchmark for aerobatic aircraft 
design, especially during the 1960s and 1970s, when Pitts aircraft dominated competition aerobatics.

Compact, powerful, and intensely responsive, the Pitts S-1S Special was built for pilots who want a direct 
connection between hand, stick, airframe, and sky. This is not an aircraft designed for relaxed touring or passive 
flying. It is a purpose-built aerobatic machine with a legendary reputation for precision, agility, and unmistakable 
character.

For collectors, aerobatic pilots, and aviation enthusiasts, the Pitts S-1S Special stands out because it combines:

• Classic American aerobatic heritage

• Single-seat competition-focused design

• Compact biplane proportions

• Strong Lycoming power

• Exceptional control response

• Timeless collector appeal

Powerplant, Systems & Technical Highlights

At the heart of the Pitts S-1S Special is the Lycoming AEIO-360-B4A / IO-360-B4A engine, a four-cylinder, 
horizontally opposed piston engine producing approximately 180 hp. This engine gives the aircraft the punch, 
throttle response, and reliability expected from a serious aerobatic platform.

Key technical highlights:

• Configuration: Single-engine, single-seat biplane

• Engine: Lycoming AEIO-360-B4A / IO-360-B4A

• Engine type: Four-cylinder, horizontally opposed piston engine

• Construction: Steel-tube fuselage with fabric covering

The technical strength of the Pitts S-1S Special lies in its compact size, low weight, and high power-to-weight ratio. 
The aircraft’s short wingspan, biplane layout, and four-aileron configuration give it the quick roll response and 
sharp handling that made the Pitts name famous in aerobatic circles.

Exterior & Cockpit

The Pitts S-1S Special has one of the most recognizable silhouettes in aerobatic aviation: short wings, compact 
fuselage, open-wheel taildragger stance, and classic biplane proportions. Every part of the aircraft communicates 
purpose. It looks small, aggressive, and alive even when standing still.

The exterior design is not about luxury or unnecessary size. It is about strength, lightness, and control authority. 
The fabric-covered structure, compact wing area, and tight proportions give the Pitts S-1S Special its unmistakable 
competition character.

Inside, the cockpit is focused entirely on the pilot. The single-seat layout creates an immersive aerobatic 
environment where visibility, control feel, and aircraft feedback matter more than comfort features. The pilot does 
not sit in the Pitts S-1S Special as a passenger; the pilot wears the aircraft like a precision instrument.

Review-style highlights:

• Best for: Experienced aerobatic pilots and collectors
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• Main strength: Pure aerobatic handling and iconic Pitts heritage

• Flying character: Direct, fast-reacting, highly physical

• Ownership appeal: Historic, collectible, emotionally engaging

• Not ideal for: Long-distance touring, beginner pilots, or comfort-focused buyers

Pros and considerations:

Key Point

Why It Matters

Strong aerobatic identity

The Pitts S-1S Special is built around competition-style maneuvering, not general touring.

Compact single-seat design

Gives the aircraft a focused, pilot-centered flying experience.

Lycoming 180 hp power

Provides strong performance in a very light airframe.

Classic biplane structure

Adds heritage, visual appeal, and collector value.

Demanding handling

Best suited to skilled pilots with aerobatic or tailwheel experience.

The Perfect Airplane For

The Pitts S-1S Special is ideal for pilots, collectors, and aviation enthusiasts seeking a true single-seat aerobatic 
icon. It is especially well suited for experienced tailwheel pilots, aerobatic competitors, display pilots, and buyers 
who want an aircraft with deep historical significance and a highly emotional flying experience.

This aircraft is a strong match for those who value:

• A legendary single-seat aerobatic biplane

• Classic Pitts Special heritage

• Lycoming 180 hp performance

• Compact, highly responsive handling

• Tailwheel authenticity

• Strong visual presence and collector appeal

• A true stick-and-rudder flying experience

For the right pilot, the Pitts S-1S Special is more than an aircraft to own. It is an aircraft to master.

SPECIFICATIONS

General Information

Model S-1S
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Engine & Power Systems

Engine Lycoming AEIO-360-B4A

Engine Type air-cooled four-cylinder engine, 180–200 hp (130–150 kW)

Performance & Specifications

Cruise Speed 120 kn (140 mph, 230 km/h) (max. cruise)

Range 350 nmi (400 mi, 650 km)

Passengers 1 Pilot only
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PHOTOGRAPHS

4 of 5 photographs reproduced here. The complete gallery is on the listing page.
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HOW TO BID ON THIS LOT

Bidding is online at CollectAirs. Register and complete verification in good time before the lot closes, verification 
is reviewed by our team rather than granted instantly.

collectairs.com/auctions/pitts-special

Questions about this aircraft, the paperwork or the process can be sent to our team at any hour on WhatsApp, or 
by email at info@collectairs.com.

OTHER LIVE AUCTIONS

Live when this document was prepared. Stages and availability change: check the site for the current position.

AERO DESIGN PULSAR XP100
Bad Vöslau, Austria

€19,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 13:00 UTC

Ikarus Comco C42
Kirn, Germany

€65,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Rare UTVA AERO 3
Büren, Germany

€20,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Avions Robin DR300/125
Kirn, Germany

€40,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 30 September 2026, 19:00 UTC

Every lot above opens its own page. Browse all live lots at collectairs.com/auctions/live

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Closing times can change

The closing time shown is indicative. Auctions may be extended automatically when bids arrive close to the deadline, and CollectAirs 
may reschedule, pause or withdraw a lot at any time. The time shown on the website governs.

Prices are indicative

Starting prices, current bids and any reserve are subject to change and may be corrected, revised or withdrawn. Where a lot carries a 
reserve, the amount is confidential and the lot will not sell below it. Figures here exclude applicable fees, taxes, duties, transport and 
registration costs.

https://collectairs.com/auctions/pitts-special
mailto:info@collectairs.com
https://collectairs.com/auctions/aero-design-pulsar-xp100
https://collectairs.com/auctions/ikarus-comco-c42
https://collectairs.com/auctions/rare-utva-aero-3
https://collectairs.com/auctions/avions-robin-dr300125
https://collectairs.com/auctions/live
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No offer and no contract

This document is provided for information only. It is not an offer, a valuation, an appraisal, or an invitation to treat, and it forms no part 
of any contract. Bidding and sale are governed solely by the CollectAirs Terms and Conditions in force at the time of the auction.

Condition and airworthiness

Aircraft are sold as they stand. Descriptions, specifications, hours, dates and maintenance status are supplied by the seller and, while 
CollectAirs curates and verifies listings, they are not warranted as complete or accurate. Buyers are expected to carry out their own 
inspection, records review and pre-purchase survey before bidding.

Export, registration and compliance

Deregistration, export, import, customs, tax and re-registration are the buyer's responsibility, as is confirming that the aircraft can be 
lawfully imported and operated in the intended jurisdiction. Requirements vary by country and can affect both cost and timescale.

Photography and written content

Photographs are supplied by the seller and may have been edited for exposure, colour, straightening or the removal of background 
distractions, in some cases with AI-assisted tools. Parts of the written description and specification summaries may also have been 
drafted or edited with AI assistance for clarity and consistency. Such enhancements are made to present the aircraft clearly and are 
not intended to conceal, add or alter any physical feature, damage or defect. Photographs are illustrative, treat the aircraft itself, and its 
records, as the only authority on condition.

Seller identity

Seller names are shown in the partially masked form used across the platform. Full counterparty details are exchanged through 
CollectAirs once an auction concludes.

This document is a snapshot taken at the time and date shown. Prices, bid counts, closing times and availability change 
continuously. Always confirm the current position on collectairs.com before bidding or making any commitment.


