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DESCRIPTION

Collector�s note: This fighter jet has been featured on CollectAirs as a special showcase piece to spark interest a
nd celebrate the fascination of aviation history. It is not presented as a standard active sales listing. For verified a
ircraft opportunities, please browse our available listings or contact the CollectAirs team. The Republic F-47 T
hunderbolt is the post-war fighter designation for the aircraft better known in wartime as the P-47: the enormous s
ingle-seat radial-engine fighter that earned its reputation by combining high-altitude escort work with punishing l
ow-level ground attack. In a world that often remembers the sleeker P-51 Mustang first, the Thunderbolt remains t
he more mechanical, more industrial answer to the same problem: carry a great deal of engine, fuel and ammunition i
nto hostile airspace, then get home again. The designation covered former P-47 variants after the United States A
ir Force adopted the “F” prefix; surviving examples need to be identified precisely as F-47D or F-47N before any b
uyer  compares  specifications  or  restoration  scope.  (
[muzejvazduhoplovstva.mod.gov.rs](https://www.muzejvazduhoplovstva.mod.gov.rs/eng/235/ripablik-f-47d-tanderbolt-235?utm_source=openai))

Alexander Kartveli�s Republic design first flew in 1941, after the Army Air Corps demanded a fighter capable o
f meeting the rapidly rising performance demands of the European war. Republic�s answer centred on the Pr
att & Whitney R-2800 Double Wasp and a turbo-supercharger installation carried within a deep fuselage. It
 was  not  a  light  or  delicate  aeroplane,  and that  was rather  the  point.  The later  long-range N model  in
troduced a redesigned, fuel-carrying wing for Pacific escort work; that distinction matters greatly in the F-
47 world, because the N looks, handles and supports its mission differently from earlier Thunderbolts. ([
si.edu](https://www.si.edu/object/nasm_A19600306000?utm_source=openai))

Quick facts

What makes the F-47 Thunderbolt different from other warbird fighters?

The essential difference is mass used intelligently. The Thunderbolt�s broad nose contains an 18-cylinder radial, w
hile the fuselage behind it accommodates the ducting and turbo-supercharger system that gave the design strong h
igh-altitude capability. The payoff is a fighter that feels substantial in every direction: big control surfaces, a w
ide-track main undercarriage and a structure built for a demanding operational life. The penalty is equally obvious. I
t is not an aircraft that rewards casual systems knowledge or improvised technique.

For a prospective owner, the attraction is not merely the aircraft�s combat record. It is the engineering story. A T
hunderbolt is a complex radial-engine warbird whose cooling, induction, turbocharging, fuel and hydraulic a
rrangements belong to a serious military aeroplane, not a lightly adapted civilian type. The later F-47N is especially d
istinctive: its larger wing, squared tips and greater internal fuel capacity were designed around long Pacific d
istances  rather  than  short-range  point  defence.  (
[gruppofalchi.com](https://www.gruppofalchi.com/files/Profile-Publications-Aircraft-262---Republic-P-47N-Thunderbolt.pdf?utm_source=openai))

Powerplant, systems and technical highlights

• Pratt & Whitney R-2800 Double Wasp: an air-cooled, twin-row, 18-cylinder radial engine.

• Exhaust-driven turbo-supercharger system arranged within the rear fuselage rather than immediately behind 
the engine.

• Four-blade constant-speed propeller installation; late F-47N references identify a Curtiss Electric unit.

• All-metal low-wing structure with retractable main gear and a retractable tailwheel.

• Late F-47N variants used a redesigned wing with increased fuel capacity and distinctive squared tips.

• The cockpit is a single-pilot military workstation, with engine, turbo-supercharger, hydraulic and fuel 
management deserving close attention.
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How it compares

Comparison is with the North American P-51D Mustang. Figures vary by Thunderbolt subvariant, engine 
installation, operating rating and restoration configuration; an F-47D should not be assumed to match F-47N 
dimensions  or  performance. 
([gruppofalchi.com](https://www.gruppofalchi.com/files/Profile-Publications-Aircraft-262---Republic-P-47N-Thunderbolt.pdf?utm_source=openai))

Honest ownership note: An F-47 is a specialist warbird proposition, and the purchase decision begins with variant 
identity, documentation and engineering support rather than paint scheme. The R-2800, turbo-supercharger 
ducting, intercooler arrangements, hydraulic system, landing gear and original military hardware all demand a 
maintenance team familiar with large radial-engine aircraft and, ideally, with Thunderbolts specifically. Parts, 
drawings and technical publications do exist through specialist archives and restorers, but availability is not the 
same thing as immediate availability. A pre-purchase inspection should concentrate on airframe corrosion, wing 
structure, control-system condition, engine provenance and condition, turbo-system completeness, hydraulic 
leaks, gear operation, cooling baffles and the quality of any non-original electrical or avionics integration. Budget 
for  research  as  well  as  spares;  the  paperwork  can  be  nearly  as  important  as  the  metal. 
([app.aircorpslibrary.com](https://app.aircorpslibrary.com/aircraft/p-47-republic-thunderbolt?utm_source=openai))

Exterior and cabin

Exterior

• Low-mounted cantilever wing, with no external bracing.

• Large circular radial-engine cowling ahead of a four-blade propeller.

• Deep, oval-section fuselage with a long rear fuselage and conventional tail.

• Retractable main gear folding into the wing and a retractable tailwheel.

• Late F-47N examples have a broader wing with square-cut tips.

Cabin and cockpit

• Single-seat cockpit positioned aft of the engine and wing leading edge.

• Late bubble-canopy Thunderbolts use a raised clear canopy over the pilot.

• Military-style instrument panel and side consoles with conspicuous engine and systems controls.

• Compact cockpit volume, designed around one pilot in parachute and flying equipment rather than passenger 
comfort.

Who is the F-47 Thunderbolt for?

• The experienced warbird owner drawn to radial-engine aircraft and prepared for military-grade complexity.

• The collector who values the Thunderbolt�s history as both escort fighter and fighter-bomber.

• The operator with access to proven R-2800, propeller, hydraulic and airframe support.

• The buyer who appreciates a machine with presence, systems depth and a distinctly different character from 
an inline-engine Mustang.

The F-47 Thunderbolt is not a casual entry into warbird ownership. Properly understood, it is a remarkable 
expression of Republic�s wartime engineering logic: large engine, substantial structure, serious systems and a
 mission profile that demanded more from both aeroplane and pilot than a Sunday afternoon usually does.

SPECIFICATIONS
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General Information

Model Republic F-47 Thunderbolt

Engine & Power Systems

Engine Type Pratt & Whitney R-2800 Double Wasp air-cooled twin-row 
radial

Propeller Type Four-blade constant-speed propeller; Curtiss Electric on late 
F-47N variants
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PHOTOGRAPHS

4 of 5 photographs reproduced here. The complete gallery is on the listing page.

E XT E R I O R
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HOW TO BID ON THIS LOT

Bidding is online at CollectAirs. Register and complete verification in good time before the lot closes, verification 
is reviewed by our team rather than granted instantly.

collectairs.com/auctions/republic-f-47-thunderbolt

Questions about this aircraft, the paperwork or the process can be sent to our team at any hour on WhatsApp, or 
by email at info@collectairs.com.

OTHER LIVE AUCTIONS

Live when this document was prepared. Stages and availability change: check the site for the current position.

AERO DESIGN PULSAR XP100
Bad Vöslau, Austria

€20,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 13:00 UTC

Ikarus Comco C42
Kirn, Germany

€65,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Rare UTVA AERO 3
Büren, Germany

€20,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 8 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Robin HR 100 210D
Nordhorn, Germany

€49,000  CURRENT PRICE

Closes 15 October 2026, 19:00 UTC

Every lot above opens its own page. Browse all live lots at collectairs.com/auctions/live

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Closing times can change

The closing time shown is indicative. Auctions may be extended automatically when bids arrive close to the deadline, and CollectAirs 
may reschedule, pause or withdraw a lot at any time. The time shown on the website governs.

Prices are indicative

Starting prices, current bids and any reserve are subject to change and may be corrected, revised or withdrawn. Where a lot carries a 
reserve, the amount is confidential and the lot will not sell below it. Figures here exclude applicable fees, taxes, duties, transport and 
registration costs.

https://collectairs.com/auctions/republic-f-47-thunderbolt
mailto:info@collectairs.com
https://collectairs.com/auctions/aero-design-pulsar-xp100
https://collectairs.com/auctions/ikarus-comco-c42
https://collectairs.com/auctions/rare-utva-aero-3
https://collectairs.com/auctions/robin-hr-100-210d
https://collectairs.com/auctions/live


AUCTION LOT

Lot #214

Indicative only · confirm current details at collectairs.com 6 October 2026 at 23:09 UTC  ·  9 / 9

No offer and no contract

This document is provided for information only. It is not an offer, a valuation, an appraisal, or an invitation to treat, and it forms no part 
of any contract. Bidding and sale are governed solely by the CollectAirs Terms and Conditions in force at the time of the auction.

Condition and airworthiness

Aircraft are sold as they stand. Descriptions, specifications, hours, dates and maintenance status are supplied by the seller and, while 
CollectAirs curates and verifies listings, they are not warranted as complete or accurate. Buyers are expected to carry out their own 
inspection, records review and pre-purchase survey before bidding.

Export, registration and compliance

Deregistration, export, import, customs, tax and re-registration are the buyer's responsibility, as is confirming that the aircraft can be 
lawfully imported and operated in the intended jurisdiction. Requirements vary by country and can affect both cost and timescale.

Photography and written content

Photographs are supplied by the seller and may have been edited for exposure, colour, straightening or the removal of background 
distractions, in some cases with AI-assisted tools. Parts of the written description and specification summaries may also have been 
drafted or edited with AI assistance for clarity and consistency. Such enhancements are made to present the aircraft clearly and are 
not intended to conceal, add or alter any physical feature, damage or defect. Photographs are illustrative, treat the aircraft itself, and its 
records, as the only authority on condition.

Seller identity

Seller names are shown in the partially masked form used across the platform. Full counterparty details are exchanged through 
CollectAirs once an auction concludes.

This document is a snapshot taken at the time and date shown. Prices, bid counts, closing times and availability change 
continuously. Always confirm the current position on collectairs.com before bidding or making any commitment.


